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Import Customs guide MARTINIQUE 
The global quality standard for international moving. 
The FAIM label is your global assurance for a smooth, safe and comprehensive relocation process. 

 

GOODS DOCUMENTS REQUIRED CUSTOMS PRESCRIPTIONS REMARKS 

Personal effects   Information form on which arrival contact 
details must appear, as well as the date of 
arrival in Martinique. 

 Detailed, valued, dated and signed inventory 
for used effects, in Euros, in French, on 
which the address at destination must 
appear. 

 Statement regarding prohibited articles to 
be returned to your local agent, dated and 
signed. 

 Imperative: Civil servants or military 
personnel must provide a copy of the order 
of transfer. If not available, a change of 
residence certificate to be submitted to your 
local before shipment of effects. 

 Imperative: Privately employed individuals 
must provide a certificate of change of 
residence, on which the period spent in the 
country of origin must appear. This 
document must be submitted prior to the 
shipment of effects. A proof of residence in 
Martinique must be attached to the change 
of residence certificate (usually a water or 
electricity bill although a lease or residence 
purchase document will be accepted). 
Should this document not be available, a 
hosting certificate with the host’s identity 
document and water or electricity invoices 
in the host’s name will be accepted. For 
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GOODS DOCUMENTS REQUIRED CUSTOMS PRESCRIPTIONS REMARKS 

clients moving from mainland France the 
following documents will be accepted: 

 Exit inventory in France or residence sale 
document 

 Tax transfer document indicating the 
address in Martinique 

 Transfer letter from the Family Allowance 
Fund indicating the address in Martinique 

 Transfer letter from Pôle Emploi 
(Employment Centre) indicating the address 
in Martinique or any other document 

 Simplified customs power of attorney form, 
dated and signed 

 Imperative: copy (in colour) of passport or ID 
(for EU citizens - both sides) 

 Last income tax notice with the address of 
origin. 

Motor Vehicles   New vehicles: 
 In Temporary Transit 
  Original vehicle registration documents 

in TT 
   Original invoice excl. VAT 
   Copy (in colour) of passport or ID (for EU 

citizens - both sides) 
 For car dealers: COM1 T2L N.3 and N.4. 
 Original temporary vehicle registration 

documents 
 Original invoice 
 International “carnet” (if you have a 

foreign vehicle) 
 Certificate of sale (if vehicle is foreign) 
 Copy (in colour) of passport or ID (for EU 

citizens - both sides) 
 For car dealers: COM1 T2L N.3 and N.4. 

 Excl. VAT without registration 
 Original invoice 

  In case of a change of residence, only 
vehicles classified as VP or Caravane (self-
propelled vehicle) on the vehicle 
registration document will be exempted 
from Dock Dues (octroi de mer). 

 For leased vehicles the original export 
licence from the leasing company is required 
in addition to the documents listed. 

 A client who is not a transferee must provide 
a Certificate of Change of Residence in their 
name, copy of ID and marriage certificate (if 
spouse is a transferee). 
WARNING: All 49,9 cc scooters bought since 
1 July 2004 must be registered. Refer to 
“Registered scooters” for the list of 
documents to be submitted. 

 Used vehicles 
 Exemption from duties and taxes may 

only be obtained as part of a move where 



 

All rights reserved. This publication may not be reproduced in any form without the permission of the FIDI Global Alliance. The FIDI Global Alliance cannot take responsibility for the contents  

of this publication. It is recommended to verify this information with a FIDI Affiliate prior to shipping. This document is produced based on the information supplied at the mentioned date. 

FIDI Import Customs Guide MARTINIQUE 

Last updated on 25 Oct. 2024 4 / 7 
 

GOODS DOCUMENTS REQUIRED CUSTOMS PRESCRIPTIONS REMARKS 

 Certificate of sale (if vehicle is 
foreign) 

 Copy (in colour) of passport or ID (for 
EU citizens - both sides). 

 Used vehicles: 
 Cars and motorcycles  
 For all vehicles arriving in Martinique, 

it is mandatory to complete the 
change of address for income tax 
purposes 

 Descriptive inventory of the vehicle in 
French, valued in Euros, dated and 
signed 

 Original vehicle registration 
documents 

 Valid original non-lien certificate 
 Copy (in colour) of passport or ID (for 

EU citizens - both sides). 
 Registered scooters: 

 Descriptive inventory of the scooter in 
Euros, in French, stating brand and 
engine size, dated and signed 

 Original vehicle registration 
documents 

 Valid original non-lien certificate 
 Copy (in colour) of passport or ID (for 

EU citizens - both sides). 
 Unregistered 49,9 cc scooters (purchased 

before July 2004): 
 Descriptive inventory of the scooter in 

French, stating brand and engine size, 
valued in Euros, dated and signed 

 Copy (in colour) of passport or ID (for 
EU citizens - both sides). 

 Zodiacs 
 Descriptive inventory in French 
 Invoice for the Zodiac and its engine 
 For registered zodiacs: official 

the main residence becomes Martinique 
(i.e., with personal effects and household 
goods). Only civil servants or people who 
move as part of a professional transfer 
may be exempted. 

 In the case of the move of a vehicle worth 
more than EUR 15 000 and shipped on its 
own, without personal effects, customs may 
ask for any document proving the change in 
residence (proof of end to the lease or sale 
of the residence at origin and proof of a 
residence in Martinique). 

 Any vehicle whose registration documents 
indicate any mention other than VP (private 
vehicle) will be taxed on arrival and may 
only be exported through the port of entry. 
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GOODS DOCUMENTS REQUIRED CUSTOMS PRESCRIPTIONS REMARKS 

documents (“carte de circulation”). 

Prohibited Items   List of articles prohibited by the Washington 
convention: 
 Ivory 
 Ostrich eggs 
 Turtle and tortoise shells 
 Corals 
 Seashells 
 Stuffed animals 
 Animal Skins 
 Or any other species regulated by the 

Washington convention.  
 

  List of forbidden items as they are 
dangerous and /or illicit: 
 Drugs and narcotics 
 Counterfeits 
 Ammunition 
 Cigarettes 
 Explosive items such as ammunition, 

firecrackers, fireworks, flares, etc. 
 Compressed gases (gas stove, refills, 

sprays, aerosol, etc) 
 Inflammable items (matches, lighters, 

solvents, paint, varnish, petrol, etc 
 Corrosive or oxidizing items (acids, 

batteries, sodium carbonate or 
potassium hydroxide, mercury, 
fertilizer, etc) 

 Toxic items (e.g. pesticides) 
 Radioactive items 
 Household products (bleach, 

whitening powders, paint, aerosols, 
etc) 

 Lithium-Ion batteries, printer 
cartridges 

 



 

All rights reserved. This publication may not be reproduced in any form without the permission of the FIDI Global Alliance. The FIDI Global Alliance cannot take responsibility for the contents  

of this publication. It is recommended to verify this information with a FIDI Affiliate prior to shipping. This document is produced based on the information supplied at the mentioned date. 

FIDI Import Customs Guide MARTINIQUE 

Last updated on 25 Oct. 2024 6 / 7 
 

GOODS DOCUMENTS REQUIRED CUSTOMS PRESCRIPTIONS REMARKS 

 Gas bottles 
 Diving cylinders/tanks (empty or full). 

 
 List of regulated items (exporting them may 

lead to additional costs): 
 Medicines are accepted subject to 

approval by the airline and by the 
authorities in the destination country. 
A small quantity is sometimes 
tolerated (provided the airline and the 
destination country agree) with a 
detailed list of the medicines and 
their prescriptions. We therefore ask 
our customers to inform us as soon as 
possible should they have medicines 
to export, to allow us to anticipate 
any issues 

 New equipment/items purchases: 
kindly get in touch with us to enquire 
about the procedure and the 
documents to be submitted 

 Weapons, swords and knives: are 
permitted if the shipper submits the 
required documents for export or 
import and are subjected to the prior 
agreement of the shipping line before 
loading onboard the ship 

 Wines and alcohol: provided that the 
quantities are allowed and the import 
conditions are checked. We do not 
advise wine transportation because of 
temperature differences and 
conservation. 

 
 

 



 

 

 


